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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURK. 


Harrisbiu'g,  Pa.,  July  1,  1901. 
The  following  Bulletin.  ]S'o.  78,  giving  a  list  of  the  Fair  Associa- 
tions in  Pennsylvania,  with  the  dates  of  their  fall  exhibitions,  is  more 
complete  than  those  of  previous  years.  The  Department  has  col- 
lected some  data  as  to  attendance,  amount  paid  in  premiums,  size  of 
trotting  courses,  etc.,  which  will  be  of  interest  to  the  public.  The 
statistics  show  that  fifty-six  fairs  were  held,  and  forty-nine  report 
that  over  one  million  (1,143,071)  of  our  people  attended  their  fairs 
last  year.  It  is  evident  that  as  a  means  of  education  these  associa- 
tions have  exceptional  opportunities.  The  thousands  that  attend 
them  are  there  to  see  and  to  hear  anything  that  may  be  of  interest 
or  use.  Careful  study,  therefore,  should  be  given  to  the  question 
of  the  character  of  the  exhibits  and  entertainments.  The  effort 
should  be  to  have  all  of  the  departments  of  the  fair  interesting  and 
instructive.  To  secure  these  ends,  the  first  question  that  i;hould  be 
taken  up,  ii*,  what  do  the  agricultural  people  most  need  to  know? 
After  having  discovered  this,  then  plan  to  meet  their  wants.  It  will 
soon  be  discovered  that  they  are  not  much  interested  in  things  that 
are  inferior  or  of  only  ordinary  character.  They  desire  to  learn,  and 
in  order  to  make  this  possible,  the  best  should  be  presented  and  every 
effort  be  put  forth  to  secure  specimens,  as  near  perfection  as  possible, 
in  each  class. 

This  Department  has  taken  up  the  question  of  the  unification  and 
development  of  our  local  fairs,  so  as  to  aid  in  securing  the  highest 
efficiency  of  which  they  are  capable.  AVe,  therefore,  invite  corres- 
pondence and  suggestions  w^iich  may  aid  us  in  this  work.  There  is  un- 
doubtedly a  wide  field  of  us^efulness  before  these  organizations  if  they 
rise  to  their  opportunities,  and  since  the  new  agriculture  is  now  in 
full  operation  everywhere,  the  fairs  should  be  leaders  in  its  further 
advancement. 

If  all  the  Fair  Associations  in  the  State  were  to  take  up  a  single 
to]iic  this  year  and  urge  it  upon  the  attention  of  its  members,  the 
effect  upon  the  public  would  be  far  greater,  than  by  pursuing  the 
isolated  method  of  each  one  conducting  its  exhibition  independent  of 
what  the  others  do  and  having  no  topic  common  to  all. 
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The  question  of  better  roads  in  the  coimtry,  for  instance,  taken  up 
by  all  of  the  associations  and  discussed  and  urged  for  two  or  three 
years,  will  bring  about  a  great  reform  in  this  respect.  Better  schools 
in  the  country,  is  another  topic  which  is  of  general  and  supreme  im- 
portance. The  attention  of  Fair  Managers  is  respectfully  called  to 
the  value  of  unity  of  action  and  are  urged  to  exercise  the  greatest 
care  in  planning  for  the  fall  exhibitions  this  year,  so  as  to  make  them 
of  the  most  value  to  the  agricultural  i)ublic. 

JOHN  HAMILTON, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  July  1,  lUOl. 
Hon.  John  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  Agriculture : 

Dear  v^ir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith,  list  of  agricultural 
fairs  and  exhibitions  to  be  held  during  the  fall  of  1901. 

This  report  embraces  numerous  subjects  relating  to  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  Pennsylvania,  and  I  am  indebted  in  no  small  de- 
gree to  the  secretaries  of  these  various  societies  throughout  the  State 
for  their  promptness  in  responding  to  re(iuests  for  information,  as 
contained  in  this  Bulletin. 

The  attendance  at  these  exhibitions  throughout  the  State  is  the 
strongest  proof  of  their  popularity  and  great  value  to  the  people. 

The  facts  elicited  in  this  P>ulletin  .show  that  the  attendance  at  49 
of  these  societies  in  1900  was  1,143,071,  or  an  average  of  23,327  for 
each  society  so  reporting.  There  were  held  during  1900,  fifty-six 
agricultural  exhibitions  in  the  State.  The  total  premiums  paid  by 
fortv-nine  of  these  societies  in  that  vear  are  recorded  at  |119,830.60, 
or  an  average  for  each  of  the  49  societies  so  reported,  of  |2,445..52. 
Thirty-nine  societies  offer  a  total  in  premiuims  for  1901,  of  |133, 350.00, 
or  an  average  of  |3,419.23  for  each  of  said  societies  so  reported.  This 
represents  an  increase  in  premiiims  offered  this  year,  over  and  above 
those  paid  in  1900,  of  39  per  cent.  A  total  of  forty-seven  of  the 
societies  herein  recorded  have  a  one-half  mile  race  track,  and  seven  a 
one-third  mile  track. 

All  of  which  is- respectfully  (Submitted. 

Yevy  truly  yours, 

A.  L.  MARTIN, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
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